REMARKS 

Claims 1 to 19 were presented for examination. 
Claims 1 to 19 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as allegedly 
being unpatentable pver Scheppers in view of French Patent 
'269. Neither of these references teach a method or a 
structure which could be used to make a fireplace of the type 
shown in applicants' Figures 1 to 5, 9 and 10. Scheppers 
teaches a "liner unit" for a boiler or furnace. The liner may 
be made in parts and cemented together and is made from 
refractory fibers using both inorganic binders, organic fibers 
and organic binders of combustible materials. In this 
context, French '2 69 can also be viewed as a liner in that the 
hearth comprises a chimney of blocks that can be cemented 
together at the sides or edges, thus, the hearth of the '269 
reference could be made from the material in Scheppers. 
Neither reference teaches or suggests the fireplace being 
claimed by the applicants as will be explained in greater 
detail hereinafter. 

The Examiner cites Scheppers '917 as the principal 
reference in the rejection of Claims 1 to 19. The rejection 
is NOT fully understood. The title of this reference is 
"Furnace Combustion Chamber" and the reference shows and 
describes a closed cylindrical chamber which has an opening (4 
or 10) for accepting the tip of a burner nozzle. Fuel burned 
inside the closed chamber escapes through a plurality of 
apertures (5) . The cylinder is used as an insert chamber or 
liner for furnaces and boilers and does not appear to be 
applicable to applicants' fireplace being claimed. The heart 
of the invention appears to be that the holes (5) provide 
uniform and high heat transmission (see Col. 1, lines 1 to 
55), thus, constitutes an alleged improvement over Rex Jr. 
cited for a method and an open ended cylindrical liner. 

Method Claim 1 has been amended to distinguish over 
Scheppers whose liner cannot be made into fireplace and the 
French '269 patent only shows a hearth and chimney. 
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Applicants mold an open box comprising floor, top 
and side panels of a fireplace . Neither Scheppers or Rex Jr. 
do this. Applicants contend neither the Scheppers or Rex Jr. 
method are capable of producing a fireplace of the type shown 
in applicants' Figures 1-10 which employ an open box of the 
type shown in Figure 11. 

Scheppers teaches away from an open end chamber and 
is inoperable without a plurality of "heat transmitting 
orifices". 

Applicants Claim 1 as amended calls for assembling 
stack means, trim means and burner means on their novel 
chamber to provide a unique fireplace unit. Since the 
fireplace unit can be completed in the field, it is capable of 
being implemented in different configurations. In the 
references cited, the combustion chambers are not modifiable. 

Neither reference teaches the last two elements of 
Claim 1. The fireplace of Fogerty '254 is assembled of 
masonry parts or panels but does not teach the last two 
elements of Claim 1 which results in a prefabricated fireplace 
unit. 

For the reasons stated above, applicants traverse 
the alleged teaching of applicants claimed fireplace. 

Claims 2 to 6 and 8 are all dependent from method 
Claim l and each adds new method steps which are not shown or 
suggested by the cited art. 

Apparatus Claim 12 calls for an open box of molded 
panels. While French '269 has an open chimney and hearth, the 
hearth cannot be modified using the teachings of Scheppers and 
Rex Jr. to end up with a prefabricated fireplace having glass 
door means and burner means in a gas tight combustion chamber. 

Claims 13 to 16 are dependent from Claim 12 and add 
further limitations that are not shown, suggested, or even 
operable with the cited art. 

Method Claim 19 was rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Rex Jr. This prior art molded combustion 
chamber was described by applicants at page 1, lines 20 et seq 



in their specification. Enclosed as Exhibit A is a copy of a 
boiler spec sheet showing a 12" x 18" recess for housing 
liners of the type described by Rex Jr. The proposed liner is 
only 3/16" thick an£ most liners are substantially thicker. 

Applicants Claim 19 has been amended to distinguish 
over Rex Jr. in that the object being molded has an open side 
for a door and a floor for supporting a gas burner. Exhibit 
A shows how a burner nozzle is fitted into the side of the Rex 
Jr. liner. 

Applicants dry their tapered chamber on the mold to 
obtain a self supporting unit before stripping their fireplace 
chamber. Rex Jr. does NOT teach this! His liner cannot do 
this because his liner has vertical walls, thus would shrink 
and freeze onto the mold (See Col. 2, lines 37-41). Appli- 
cant's contend that their Figure 11 shows a tapered shape 
which allows them to pre dry and obtain a stiff uncured highly 
accurate one piece combustion chamber. Clearly Claim 19 and 
dependent Claims 20 to 23 are patentable over the cited art. 

Claims 1 to 6, 8, 12 to 16, and 18 to 23 are now in 
this application in allowable form which distinguishes over 
all known prior art. Reconsideration and allowance is 
requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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